
Printing PDF Patterns 

By Thomas Fuller 

Thimbles and Acorns 

Our patterns come to you as PDF files, and there are many PDF readers out there that you can 
use to view and print the patterns. Recently, some people have had problems with our pattern 
pieces being too small when printed.  When printing our patterns, it is vital that you print the 
pages with no scaling (enlarging or shrinking the pattern to match your paper) otherwise the 
pieces won’t fit well together and your sewing project won’t fit the doll properly.  We recommend 
that you use Adobe Reader to view and print our PDF patterns, and here is some guidance for 
installing Adobe Reader (if needed) and for printing from it.  These will be Windows-based 
instructions because we have no Mac experience (but we do know a little Linux). 

 

If your pattern PDF files look similar to this when viewing the directory containing the files 

 

then you’re practically there already (an icon that looks like  indicates that you already 
have Adobe Reader installed as your default PDF viewer).  

If your icons look like these 



 

(or something else) then you have a bit more work to do (an icon like  indicates that an 
application named “PDF Reader” or just “Reader” sometimes built into Windows is your default 
PDF reader).  Unfortunately, this PDF Reader automatically scales PDFs as it sees fit when 
printing which can lead to poor results when sewing.  If this is what you see, then we 
recommend that you switch to Adobe Reader as your default PDF reader.  If you don’t already 
have Adobe Reader installed on your computer, go to 
http://www.adobe.com/products/reader.html to download and install the latest version.  

Once you have Adobe Reader installed, your PDF icons may already look like this , in 

which case you’re all set.  However, if your icons still look like  (or something else), 
you still need to set Adobe Reader as your default PDF reader.  To do this, right-click on a PDF 
file, choose “Open With”, and select “Choose default program…” (optionally, you could select 
“Adobe Reader” as shown in the image below to open the file just this once with Adobe Reader, 
leaving the PDF Reader application as the default reader). 

http://www.adobe.com/products/reader.html


   

In the window that pops up, make sure the box for “Use this app for all .pdf files” is checked, 
then click on Adobe Reader. 
 

 

These screenshots are all from Windows 8.1, but older versions of Windows will look similar. 

 

Once you have the pattern file opened with Adobe Reader and you are ready to print, click on 
File from the menu bar and choose Print… 



 
 

In the dialog box that appears, make sure the “Actual size” option is selected. 

 

Click on the Print button, and happy sewing! 

 

 


