
 A  popular type of  18th       
century petticoat was 
gathered into a front and back 
waistband and tied on leaving 
an opening at the sides to 
access ones pockets. 

 To put on this petticoat, first 
bring  the ties from the back 
around to the front and tie. 
Then, lap the front piece over 
the bow you just made, and tie 
in back.  The ties can be left in 
back, or  tucked inside.
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The 18thCentury
Petticoat

In 18th century America hard 
work and industry were the 
order of the day and a girls 

petticoats reflected this 
lifestyle.   To be able to carry a 
child or an arm load of laundry 
and step up into the house or 

to walk up a hill without 
needing to pick up ones skirt, 
the length of the petticoat was 
generally cut just a few inches 

above the ankle.  On the flip 
side, this dress length was also 

well suited for showing off 
ones  “clocked” stockings and 

pretty metal shoe buckles
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