During the Victorian Era, the cut
and style of a garment said a lot
about the wearer. To wear a style that
didn't match one's age or social
standing was considered a breach in
etiquette and potentially scandalous.
The length of one's skirts was an
important feature to consider and
was determined by one's age.
Young children wore shorter
skirts, one of the few practical
clothing styles of the time. Between
the ages of 2 and 8, both boys and
girls wore knee length skirts. To help
keep their legs warm, they would also
wear a pair of pantalettes. These
generally hung below the hem of the
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skirt, between the knee and the
ankle. Until they were “breeched”at
the age of 4, boys wore dresses that
were very similar to those of girls.
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As she grew older, a girl's dresses
lengthened. Having her dresses
lengthened was a mark of distinction
that most girls looked forward to.
Between the ages of 8 and 10, a girl
was expected to wear her dress
about mid-calf. When she turned
11, her hemline dropped to just
above the tops of her boots . At age
14 her dresses came down to her
ankles, and by the age of 16, girls
dresses were expected to cover their
shoes, as it was considered
immodest for a woman to show her
ankles.
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